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Objective 8.1

Facilitate the supply of housing by the private market.
City Now
Housing supply is not keeping pace with demand.
The City shares control over future residential 
development with state government agencies. 
Development controls and approval processes can 
constrain efficient supply side responses.
CITY IN 2030
Future land supply for residential development is 
maximized, consistent with provision for employment 
uses and environmental and other objectives.
Strong housing growth occurs in areas serviced 
by infrastructure. 
Ongoing monitoring and a regional response to  
housing demand. 
Action 
8.1.1

Address any unnecessary barriers to residential 
development by the private market.

Action 
8.1.2

Ensure significant, future residential 
development at major urban renewal sites 
consistent with other land needs.

Action 
8.1.3

Provide physical and social infrastructure in  
a timely fashion to serve residential areas.

Action 
8.1.4

Monitor the availability of land for residential 
development, including surplus public land.

Action 
8.1.5

Work with Inner Sydney Councils and state 
government to ensure a good supply of land 
for residential development.

Objective 8.2

Ensure that housing developments provide a diversity 
of housing opportunities for different lifestyle choices 
and household types.
City Now
Small households and younger residents dominate in the City. 
Housing choice reducing. 
CITY IN 2030
The market provides diversity and caters for a range 
of lifestyle choices and household types. 
Action 
8.2.1

Ensure planning controls require a mix 
of housing types.

Action 
8.2.2

Ensure that new residential development is 
adaptable, accessible and able to be visited.

Objective 8.3

Ensure that a substantial proportion of housing �
is aimed at the lower end of the market.
City Now
Pressure on low cost housing from gentrification processes. 
Loss of low cost housing stock including boarding houses.
CITY IN 2030
The market provides a mix housing types, including for 
people with low to moderate incomes.
Action 
8.3.1

Encourage the development industry to provide 
lower priced housing. 

Action 
8.3.2

Ensure there are no impediments to the supply 
of lower cost accommodation types.

Action 
8.3.3

Formulate a boarding house  
retention strategy.

Objective 8.4

Facilitate and promote growth in the ‘affordable 
housing’ sector including by Not–for–Profit and �
other housing providers.
City Now
Limited involvement by the NFP Sector in the delivery 
of affordable housing. 
Pressure on low cost rental housing.
Housing stress for low income working households. 
CITY IN 2030
The NFP sector and other providers supply housing ‘at cost’ 
or in some instances below cost to needy households. 
Action 
8.4.1

Support the NFP sector in providing  
affordable housing.

Action 
8.4.2

Identify affordable housing delivery models, 
involving the NFP and other providers, which 
leverage off federal and state housing assistance. 

Action 
8.4.3

Investigate an affordable housing project in 
partnership with the Department of Housing  
and NFP sector.

Action 
8.4.4

Investigate opportunities to expand existing 
‘inclusionary zoning’ affordable housing levies 
(e.g. in future renewal areas or on all commercial 
development in the City) to fund the Not–for–
Profit housing sector.

Objective 8.5

Facilitate and promote growth in the social housing 
sector to provide housing opportunities for those with 
very low incomes.
City NoW
Declining share of social housing. 
Concentration of disadvantage in areas of social housing.
Risk of homelessness for vulnerable groups. 
CITY IN 2030
Social housing in its various forms maintains  
its share of all dwellings. 
Action 
8.5.1

Work in partnership with the Department of 
Housing on its public housing renewal projects.

Action 
8.5.2

�Identify and initiate social housing projects for 
special needs groups, including the homeless.

Action 
8.5.3

Lobby in favour of increased investment in social 
housing in the City by federal government.

Objective 8.6

Promote partnerships and develop advocacy strategies 
for the delivery of housing for very low through to 
moderate income households.
City NoW
Lack of community understanding and acceptance of 
housing for low income groups.
CITY IN 2030
A proactive role by the City of Sydney in explaining the 
benefits of a diverse housing stock, including housing for 
low income groups. 
Action 
8.6.1

Work with all stakeholders to identify initiatives 
to improve housing opportunities available in 
inner Sydney.

Action 
8.6.2

Develop an effective communications strategy 
and tools.

Action 
8.6.3

Ensure programs and services are in place to 
support people with low incomes in public housing.
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STRATEGIC DIRECTION 9 W
Sustainable 
Development 
Renewal  
and Design

CITY CONTEXT
�r �Good urban design contributes to the liveability of 
the City and plays a major role in maintaining and 
improving Sydney’s status relative to other cities

�r �While most of the City that will exist in 2030 is 
here now, some parts of the City will undergo 
significant change and renewal

�r �Renewal sites provide the opportunity to greatly 
improve the social, economic and environmental 
performance of the City and Sydney Region

Why action is needed
�r �Responding to Sydney’s changing �
economic geography

�r �Ensuring renewal areas become extensions of 
the City integrated with the existing urban fabric

�r �Presenting a coherent City wide vision to guide 
individual projects

�r �Ensuring development controls and approvals 
are not adding unnecessarily to the cost of 
renewal and development

�r �Managing risks and ensuring the City is adaptable
�r �Recognising the role of the streets, �
parks and squares in public life

�r �Increasing the opportunities presented �
by renewal sites to achieve Citywide 
environmental targets

�r �Promoting a ‘fine grain’ subdivision and 
ownership pattern that supports mixed use, 
diversity and a strong identity

�r �Aspiring to design excellence across the City

action r PROJECT IDEA
�Connecting Green Square

Connecting Green Square aims to 
ensure environmental improvements 
in renewal areas also improve the 
environmental performance of the 
City as a whole. The Green Square 
Town Centre is strengthened with 
supporting residential and business 
activities and improved public 
transport connections. A long term 
structure for the southern part of the 
City is proposed to preserve future 
development potential, ensure the 
City can continue to adapt and evolve 
over time and establish open space 
corridors from Alexandra Canal and 
Sydney Park through Green Square 
Town Centre to Moore Park.
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Objective 9.1

Ensure renewal areas make major contributions�
to the sustainability of the City.
City Now
Renewal projects are typically untested for broader 
sustainability and community impacts.
Collective approaches to potential benefits not realised.
CITY IN 2030
The City’s renewal areas are sustainability exemplars.
Renewal areas meet aggressive sustainability targets.
Collective solutions to achieve sustainability aims are 
utilised in renewal areas.
Action 
9.1.1

Set sustainability targets for individual  
renewal areas.

Action 
9.1.2

Undertake broad economic analyses of  
urban renewal to prioritise sustainability.

Objective 9.2

Define and improve the City’s streets, squares, �
parks and open space, and enhance their role for 
pedestrians and in public life.
City Now
Additional open space provision is highly constrained.
The City’s streets are not sufficiently acknowledged  
as public space assets.
Large areas of open space separated from  
surrounding residential communities.
CITY IN 2030
A comprehensive, continuous and legible network of 
pedestrian friendly, streets linking parks, squares and 
public buildings is provided.
New and more intense development is supported by high 
quality, additional open space where possible.
Institutional or ‘private’ open space is available for ‘dual use’.
Action 
9.2.1

Prepare a comprehensive Public Domain Plan to 
define the street and lane network, location of 
public places and open space system, with an 
initial focus on the renewal areas.

Action 
9.2.2

Develop agreements for dual use of institutional 
and other open space.

Action 
9.2.3

Undertake strategic land purchase or require 
dedication of land to implement Public Domain Plan.

Action 
9.2.4

Investigate approaches to increase community 
engagement in improving local streets and lanes—
a ‘Beautiful Lanes, Green Streets’ program.

Action 
9.2.5

Investigate further strategies to activate the 
public domain.

Objective 9.3

Plan for a beautiful city and promote design excellence.
City Now
Sydney’s ‘beauty’ threatened by poor development.
Design excellence of individual developments will not 
necessarily result in a coherent and attractive whole.
Insufficient consideration of desirable built form and 
street edge conditions and an over–reliance on Floor 
Space Ratio controls.
CITY IN 2030
Beauty and design excellence encouraged by reference 
to simple rules related to scale and built a move toward 
‘Block Planning’ controls.
Design excellence and strategic objectives are met 
through public investment.
Action 
9.3.1

Prepare Public Domain Interface Guidelines 
to define desired street edge conditions. 

Action 
9.3.2

Move towards ‘block planning’, including simple 
building envelope controls over heights, setbacks 
and bulk. 

Action 
9.3.3

Develop performance based criteria to supplement 
building envelope controls.

Action 
9.3.4

Continue to protect the heritage values of objects, 
buildings, places and landscapes.

Action 
9.3.5 Encourage the reuse and adaptation buildings.
Action 
9.3.6

Work to establish competitive design processes 
for all public buildings.

Action 
9.3.7

Ensure the design of major infrastructure 
contributes to the public domain.

Action 
9.3.8

Investigate the establishment of a Sydney centre 
for design of the built environment.

Objective 9.4

Continually improve development controls and approvals 
processes to minimise compliance and supply side costs.
City Now
Development controls may impact on the cost  
and diversity of development. 
Car parking increases the cost of development. 
CITY IN 2030
Developments in the City are carried out as cost 
effectively as possible. 
Action 
9.4.1 Continuously streamline development controls.
Action 
9.4.2

Continuously improve the development approval 
process for applicants.

Action 
9.4.3

Review car parking requirements  
to reduce development costs.

Objective 9.6

Plan for the longer term structure of the City.
City Now
Planning for future growth and change needs  
a longer term outlook.
CITY IN 2030
Current planning decisions do not preclude  
longer terms options.
Action 
9.6.1 Identify and plan for longer term renewal areas.
Action 
9.6.2

Identify development opportunities  
in airspace above railways.

Action 
9.6.3

Identify development opportunities in airspace 
above infrastructure in Darling Harbour in  
conjunction with long term planning for Barangaroo.

Action 
9.6.4

Identify renewal and regeneration opportunities in 
and around Department of Housing areas.

Objective 9.5

Ensure new development is integrated with the 
diversity and ‘grain’ of the surrounding City.
City Now
New large scale development typically not  
integrated into surrounding City areas.
CITY IN 2030
New development is integrated and connected into  
the surrounding neighbourhood.
The ‘grittiness’ and authenticity of the City is extended 
into new development by providing for multiple owners 
and investors.
Action 
9.5.1

Establish Development Integration  
Principles as Guidelines.

Action 
9.5.2

Review development controls against Development 
Integration Principles and guidelines.

Action 
9.5.3

Review current planning for renewal areas against 
Development Integration Principles.

Action 
9.5.4 Review models of delivery for major renewal areas.
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STRATEGIC DIRECTION 10 W
IMPLEMENTATION 
THROUGH EFFECTIVE 
GOVERNANCE AND 
PARTNERSHIPS

CITY CONTEXT
r �The City of Sydney has a special role �
at the heart of the metropolitan region

r �The City of Sydney has core service and 
regulatory roles and can be an advocate and 
partner in areas

r �The City of Sydney is in a strong financial 
position with an appreciating asset base

r �The City of Sydney has a leadership role in 
forums such as the Australian Council of Capital 
City Lord Mayors and the international c40 
Climate Change Leadership Group

Why action is needed
�r �Global warming presents an urgent need to 
replace ageing and unsustainable infrastructure

r �Increasing service and infrastructure 
expectations of local government, while 
effective power and control is eroded

r �Tightening access to additional revenue but 
increasing costs

r �Articulating a strategic agenda for other 
agencies with responsibilities in the City of 
Sydney

r �Addressing fragmented local governance 
arrangements for more effective metropolitan 
planning

Objective 10.1

Orient corporate planning and organisational 
arrangements to deliver Sustainable Sydney �
2030 priorities.
City Now
Local Action Plans have established a locality–based 
planning structure that needs further development.
Sustainable Sydney 2030 localities not fully 
reflected in current organisational arrangements 
or in relations with state agencies.
CITY IN 2030
City of Sydney organisational structure reflects 
the priorities of Sustainable Sydney 2030.
Action 

10.1.1
Investigate and establish place making 
arrangements for effective delivery of 
Sustainable Sydney 2030 strategic 
directions including development plans 
for Activity Hubs, and aspirations for 
renewal areas.

Action 
10.1.2

Establish project—and locality—based 
partnerships with senior officers from  
state government.

Action 
10.1.3

Incorporate Sustainable Sydney 2030 
principles, objectives and actions in City 
of Sydney Corporate Plan and in budgets.
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Objective 10.2

Prioritise community involvement, engagement �
and partnerships with the City of Sydney.
City Now
Strong community involvement based on diverse 
consultation, engagement and information strategies, 
with more innovation possible.
CITY IN 2030
City of Sydney is a leader in practical and innovative 
strategies for partnering with the community in planning, 
service delivery and decision making.
Action 

10.2.1
Maintain and extend current consultation, 
engagement, education and information procedures.

Action 
10.2.2

�Investigate innovative processes to expand 
community roles in decision making for 
implementing Sustainable Sydney 2030.

Objective 10.3

Ensure the long term financial �
sustainability of the City of Sydney.
City Now
Strong financial position but increasing costs and 
constrained new revenue opportunities.
CITY IN 2030
World–class financial and asset management.
Expanded revenues for identified strategic priorities  
for a sustainable financial footing.
Action 

10.3.1
Continually upgrade and expand financial planning 
and asset management capability.

Action 
10.3.2

Extend financial planning horizon to 10 years  
and beyond.

Action 
10.3.3

Investigate special rate levies for environmental, 
social and economic development priorities.

Action 
10.3.4

Review scope of existing City of Sydney 
operations and ensure they deliver value for 
money against public sector benchmarks.

Action 
10.3.5

Establish criteria for better agreements with 
state government agencies regarding funding 
obligations for City works and projects.

Objective 10.4

Establish and monitor partnerships for change.
City Now
Limited City of Sydney capacity to deliver major  
projects of strategic interest. 
Many worthwhile partnerships with other agencies  
and stakeholders but a need for a strategic approach.
CITY IN 2030
Expanded role for partnerships involving City of Sydney  
in delivering strategic projects.
Action 

10.4.1
Establish and ratify a Charter between City of 
Sydney and state government for delivery against 
Metropolitan Strategy, State Plan and other state 
policy objectives.

Action 
10.4.2

Continue work with Council of Capital City Lord 
Mayors and engage with the federal government 
on investing in capital cities.

Action 
10.4.3

Establish a Strategic Partnerships Manager 
to monitor relationships required to implement 
Sustainable Sydney 2030.

Action 
10.4.4

Assess new partnership opportunities by 
reference to Sustainable Sydney 2030 principles 
and objectives.

Action 
10.4.5

Continue to engage with Inner Sydney councils 
and national and global cities.

Objective 10.5

Consider innovative financing and funding approaches.
City Now
Reliance on rates and traditional revenue sources.
CITY IN 2030
Diversified income base.
Role as a partner or facilitator in major projects involving 
public private financing combinations.
Action 

10.5.1
Expand revenues from commercial operations, 
property portfolio and other income generating 
assets.

Action 
10.5.2

Investigate ‘value capture’ implementation where 
re–zoning will increase land values and revenue 
share mechanisms.

Action 
10.5.3 Review property development levies.
Action 

10.5.4
Work with partners to prepare a position paper 
on new infrastructure financing approaches, 
including through bonds to finance Sustainable 
Sydney 2030 propositions.

Objective 10.6

Review and monitor the development and 
implementation of Sustainable Sydney 2030.
City Now
Evolving systems for monitoring policy and service 
outcomes against objectives and targets.
CITY IN 2030
New, sophisticated models and technologies for 
monitoring implementation against targets.
Action 

10.6.1
Prepare a financial plan to implement 
Sustainable Sydney 2030 including possible 
state and federal government funding roles.

Action 
10.6.2

Establish a Sustainable Sydney 2030 monitoring 
and review program.

Action 
10.6.3

Establish models to identify how and where 
Sustainable Sydney 2030 targets are going 
to be achieved.

Action 
10.6.4

Adopt new digital and mapping capabilities  
to assist in monitoring.

Action 
10.6.5 Review Sustainable Sydney 2030 every five years.

Objective 10.7

Participate in broader governance reform processes.
City Now
Lack of recent effective coordination between different 
levels of government.
National sustainability and economic productivity 
hampered by current arrangements.
Current local government arrangements hampering 
effective strategic planning for Sydney Region.
CITY IN 2030
Metropolitan governance reforms enhance integrated 
planning and investment in Sydney.
Strategic outcomes for sustainable urban development 
agreed between levels of government and incentives 
provided for achievements.
Action 

10.7.1
Lead public debate on the future of local 
government in Sydney.

Action 
10.7.2

Work toward a system of federal government 
funding to local council for achievement on agreed 
strategic outcomes.






